


Commentary

Believing in the creed
Bringing together past, present & future

By Chief Master Sgt. Brian Wong
624th Regional Support Group
Command Chief

A creed can be defined as a state-
ment of belief or guiding principle.

In fact, creed is from the Latin word
credo, meaning “I believe”.

Each line of the newly created Air-
man’s Creed puts into words those
things that define us Airman Warriors.

Our past speaks through The Air-
man’s Creed.

We are reminded of the airman
warriors of our past like Master Sgt.
Henry E. "Red" Erwin, who saved 12
lives of a B-29 crew by throwing out
an ignited phosphorous bomb with his
bare hands, of Medal of Honor recipi-
ent General James H. Doolittle, the
famed WWII air commander, and of
Sgt. John L. Levitow, an AC-47 load-
master who became the lowest ranking
Airman ever to receive the Medal of
Honor for exceptional heroism during
wartime.

Our present speaks through The Air-
man’s Creed. Our missions since Op-
eration Desert Shield shouts, “Warrior
Airman!” We have sand in our boots.
We drive escorts in army convoys. We

now refocus basic training from fold-
ing into 6-inch squares, to mastering
the M-16 rifle.

Our future speaks through The Air-
man’s Creed. It builds upon our rich
heritage.

As Airmen pass through the gates
at Lackland Air Force Base they will
know of the warrior ethos instilled in
all of us. This warrior ethos will per-
meate throughout the Air Force.

Each Airman is a combatant. We
are to fly, fight, and win. We bear
arms and stand with our other military
brethren as guardians of freedom and
justice.

We act as wingman, leader, and
warrior. The missions our Airmen do
everyday helped create The Airman’s
Creed.

The Airman’s Creed was not cre-
ated to fill a gap or to have something
where there was once nothing. It was
created to provide focus and to help
each Airman better define and simply
put into words a warfighting ethos that
already exists in each of us.

It brings together our past, our pres-
ent, and our future.

I am an American Airman. I am a
Warrior.

Accept the Great American Smokeout Challenge, Thurs-
day Nov. 15, 2007. Quitting smoking is not easy, but it
can be done. If you want to live longer, run faster, and
smell better plan to stop smoking today. To have the
best chance of quitting successfully, you need to know

what you're up against, what your options are, and
where to go for help.
For more information go to the AF Portal/Health/Smoking Cessation by the
American Cancer Society or pick-up a stop smoking pamphlet at your unit or
the base clinic - the Preventive Medicine Clinic, more commonly known as the
Health and Wellness Center (HAWC) 448-6170 Hickam or 366-3199 Andersen,
provides classes and services for tobacco cessation courses.
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Action Line

The Action line is your direct line to the
624th Regional Support Group Com-
mander. If you have worked through
normal channels and are not satisfied
with the answer, the Action Line is your
opportunity to ask questions or make
suggestions about the subjects of con-
cern to the 624th RSG community.

You may contact the action line at rsgac-
tionline@hickam.af.mil.

Please include your name and phone
number in case additional information is
required. Action lines of general interest
will be published in Pacific Crossings, and
others will be answered by phone.

On the Cover

Col. John Morris addresses
the members of the 624th
Regional Group upon
becoming their new com-
mander at ceremony held
at the Missing Man forma-
tion, Hickam Air Force
Base, Hawaii, Oct. 14.

Photo by Staff Sgt.
Jennie Chamberlin
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Left -Maj. Gen. Robert
Duignan, 4th Air Force
commander, Chief
Master Sgt. Brian Wong,
624th Regional Support
Group command chief,
outgoing commander
Col. Pamela Milligan and
incoming commander
Col. John Morris prepare
for the formal transfer
of command.

' - | Below - Lt. Col. Rich-
4 A ? : o ard Parkinson, 624th
4 ' ; Civil Engineer Squadron

s | commander, serves as
14 T R 3 commander of troops
l [\ - I — B for the ceremony.
. ? (it & I ' " Photos by Staff Sgt.
b e : Jennie Chamberlin

‘CHANGE

By Master Sgt. Daniel Nathaniel

624th Regional Support Group :
Public Affairs . -

On Oct. 14, a bright sunny Sunday morning, at the Missing Man forma-
tion on Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii, the winds of change breezed past
the members of the 624th Regional Support Group as they witnessed the
formal rite of passage known as the Change of Command.

Upon receiving the Group flag from out-going commander, Col. Pame-
la Milligan, Maj. Gen. Robert Duignan, 4th Air Force commander, then
transferred it to Col. John Morris who thereupon accepted command.

The present change of command ceremony has a long and distin-
guished history since the time of the Continental Army during the Revo-
lutionary War. Its purpose is to allow subordinates to witness the formal
transfer of total responsibility, authority and accountability from one
officer to another.

Colonel Milligan moves on to serve as operations chief of staff at Pacific
Command, Camp Smith, Hawaii.

Prior to accepting command, Colonel Morris served as Chief of Securi-
ty Forces for Headquarters 4th Air Force, March Air Reserve Base, Calif.,
where he was responsible for providing direct security forces program
management oversight for two AFRC installations and 12 tenant and
associate flying wings, ensuring optimum wartime deployment readiness
for 14 assigned security forces units.

Colonel Morris is now responsible for the day to day management of
the largest Air Force Reserve presence in the Pacific comprised of five
units in Hawaii and Guam, and manned with over 700 Air Force Reserve
personnel whose mission is to provide en route transportation, contin-
gency aeromedical staging and civil engineering support for Pacific Air
Force and the Air Mobility Command.
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Finance

Ask Jolene

Financial savvy from Jolene Meyer, 624th RSG Financial Manager

« What are the most usual ex-
e amples of misuse of the govern-
ment travel card that you have seen?

o Well in my days I thought I had

e seen or heard it all but I can
remember a couple that happened
before I came here that really made me
stop and ponder with the deer in the
headlight look firmly attached to my
face. Once I had to counsel a Staff Ser-
geant on the mis-purchase of a dozen
red roses from the local florist shop.

When I asked him how he thought
this fell into official government travel
expenses he replied that his wife was
mad at him for having to come to the
UTA so he sent the flowers to her to
smooth things over.

Immediately what came to my mind
was Bill Engvall’s routine of "Here's
your sign.”

Need I say more?
Another time I was discussing with
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a Senior Airman a questionable charge
of the month-long lease of a rental car
at home station.

When queried, he informed me that
he needed transportation to get to the
base for the drill and he didn't have a
car.

He replied, "The guy at the rental car
company took the card so what was
the problem?”

It was difficult not to react again
with “Here's your sign’ or at least a
‘Dee Da Dee” as we discussed the
member's responsibility to get them-
selves to UTAs.

The scary thing about both of these
encounters is that even with every-
thing we publish and preach about the
allowable uses of the GTC. I think that
these two individuals believed that
what they did was okay.

Needless to say the ensuing letters
of reprimand help to clarify it for the
members.
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Ath Air Force
Commander
visits

Maj. Gen. Robert Duignan
takes time after the change
of command to visit with the
Airmen of the 624th Regional
Support Group. General Du-
ignan assured members that
he would be looking out for
them in terms of funding and
resources. He also fielded
questions concerning Air
Expeditionary Tour lengths
and possible changes in the
reserve retirement ages. In
regards to AEF tours, General
Duignan said he didn’t think
most tours lengths would
change significantly in the
near future. The general
reminded all to never forget
that we are still at war and
to thank Reservists for their
contributions to that effort.
“None of you have to be here
doing this,” he said. “If you
weren’t someone else would
have to do it.”

Photo by
Staff Sgt. Jennie Chamberlin

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Department of Defense will ¢

tion season for the 2008 Secretary of Defense Employe

EMPLOYER SUPPORT OF tions will be accepted at www.esgr.mil from Novembeij: to January

21, 2008. The Secretary of Defense Employer Support Freedom Award is

THE GUARD AND RESERVE weus. government’s highest recognition given to outstanding employer
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Grad Day

Tech. Sgt. Andre Valentine, 48th Aerial Port Squadron, celebrates
earning a Community College of the Air Force Associate’s degree

in Transportation. 624th Regional Support Group enlisted Air-
men can follow Sergeant Valentine’s example and earn a CCAF
degree in their career field. Members earn credits for their work
in Basic Military Training and Technical Training courses. In ad-
dition certain credits from civilian colleges and universities are
also transferable. Make your future progression and promotion
a priority and military career by contacting 449-3397 or email
josephine.sanz@hickam.af.mil for guidance and assistance.

CCAF roll call

April ‘07 Graduates
Branningpilla, Cheryl - 624th CES
Cadiente, Jaylene - 624th ASTS
Cuabo, Terry - 44th APS
Hernandez, John - 44th APS

Loo, Vernon - 624th CES
Macapagal, Leony - 624th CES
Sevilla, Rhodel - 44th APS

Aragon-lim, Chris 48th APS
Brown, Robert 624th CES
Caringer, Rusty 624th ASTS
Egurrola, Neiledwin 44th APS
Hatori, Mark 48th APS
Leclair, Rosemary 624th CES
Natskakula, Patrick 624th CES
Naz, Eric 44th APS

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jennie Chamberlin

AIR FORCE ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL

Lt. Col. Melvin Muraoka

Capt. Kathleen Izon

2nd Benjamin Guerrero

Senior Master Sgt. Rolando Belong
Senior Master Sgt. John Buendia
Senior Master Sgt. Saturnino Erolin
Senior Master Sgt. Mark Nishimura
Senior Master Sgt. Marlo Rivera
Senior Master Sgt. Ricarte Tadeo
Tech. Sgt. Athena Atiz

Tech. Sgt. James Balgas

Tech. Sgt. Adonico Balignasay
Tech. Sgt. Jonathan Bussey

Tech. Sgt. Sean Concepcion

Tech. Sgt. Stephen Cruz

Tech. Sgt. Guy DeSilva

Tech. Sgt. Kelly Fitzpatrick

Tech. Sgt. Leonard Fontanilla

Tech. Sgt. Wayne Harp

Tech. Sgt. Brandy Ann Kienzel
Tech. Sgt. Rose LeClair

Tech. Sgt. Edward Lee

Tech. Sgt. Peter Rieta

Tech. Sgt. Dino Dean Saludes
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Tadeo, Ricarte - 624th ASTS
Yoshida, Norma - 724th ASTF

Oct ‘07 Graduates

Awards and Decoration

Tech. Sgt. Henrico Santa Maria
Tech. Sgt. Erolina Sataraka
Tech. Sgt. Suzarah Velazco
Tech. Sgt. Ronald Wabinga
Tech. Sgt. Julia Walther

Tech. Sgt. Desmond Yogi

Staff Sgt. Dale Alejandro

Staff Sgt. Dominic Anhee

Staff Sgt. Dedric Brown

Staff Sgt. Desyree Elayda

Staff Sgt. Armilyn Lujan

Staff Sgt. Randal Mamalias
Staff Sgt. Jonathan Onekea
Staff Sgt. Faith Rains

Staff Sgt. Jeremy Rhode

Staff Sgt. Joshua Sarsona

Staff Sgt. Brian Whitcraft
Senior Airman Kaweo Andreas Feeney
Senior Airman Jonathan Ariola
Senior Airman Matthew Kaea
Senior Airman Jesse Marquez
Senior Airman Jonathan Maurico
Senior Airman Victor Reinares
Senior Airman George Repollo
Senior Airman Robert Subiron

Airman 1st Class Shane Simpliciano Kelly
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Sanz, Raymond 724th ASTF
Sarsona, Joshua 624th CES
Valentine, Andre 48th APS

Agostosa, Ferdinand 624th RSG

AIR FORCE COMMENDATION MEDAL

1st Lt. Siul Michel

Chief Master Sgt. Geoffrey Tavares
Master Sgt. Homer Keliiwaiwaiole
Master Sgt. Anthony Silva

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL

Col. Gayle Seifullin

Maj. Kammie DeGhetto

Maj. Noel Omine

Chief Master Sgt. Geoffery Tavares
Senior Master Sgt. Michael Williams
Senior Master Sgt. Corinna Seitz
Senior Master Sgt. Merian Almosara
Master Sgt. Manuel Cruz

Master Sgt. Abner Ganigan

Master Sgt. Marilyn Kinoshita
Master Sgt. Daniel Nathaniel
Master Sgt. Eddie Vallejo
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Recognitions

Promotions

To Airman 1st Class
Brian Florendo

To Senior Airman
Rolando Jose
Roy Shin

To Staff Sergeant

Jonathan Ariola
Alicia Jiminez
Jesse Mateo
Ricky Ione Mau
Gil Miguel
Ronald Nesbitt
Ruperto Perez I11
Tristan Rebanal
Maria Tailo
Richel Zulueta

To Technical Sergeant

Michael Aguon
Elizabeth Fisher
Walter Horton
Anthony Quichocho
Suzarah Velasco

To Master Sergeant
Alan Aspera
Jaylene Cadiente
John Gabriel
Allen Gagarin
Doris Leon Guerrero
Miller Picardal
Randall Quindica
Rodney Ricafort
Ronald Wabinga

To Senior Master

Sergeant
James Morton
Glenn San Nicolas

To Chief Master

Sergeant
Leland How
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tlight On

Dale Alejandro

Staff Sergeant
624th Civil Engineer Squadron

Hometown: Huntington Beach, Calif. - The “OC”

Reserve Job: Fire Fighter

What do you do for fun? Eat, Sleep, Surf, Take my bulldog to the beach
What is your favorite color? Blue

What is your favorite food? Just feed me - Filipino food, Italian
Where do you see yourself in five years? In ten years? In five years,

hopefully, an engineer (driver/operator) in my civilian job. Retire Master
Sergeant in ten years. Living in Hawaii Loa Ridge overlooking the beach.
What is your favorite TDY location? 1have only been to Japan, Korea,
Guam, Okinawa, and the mainland. I would love to go to Europe or Indo-
nesia.

What is your favorite movie? The Godfather

What famous celebrities have you met? Hugh Hefner, Michael Jack-
son, Corey Feldman, Sidney Sheldon, Dion Sanders, Troy Polamalu, Jen-
nifer Love Hewitt, Alyssa Milano, Tony Danza, Scott Baio, Nicole Eggert,
Lanai & Augie and Dwayne “the Dog” Chapman.
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Oh Senior Master Sgt. Glenn San Nicolas, Tech. Sgt. Ramon Peredo, Tech. Sgt. Mark Terlaje and Senior
Say, Master Sgt. Michael Williams, all from the 44th Aerial Port Squadron, Andersen Air Force Base, Guam,

sing both the national anthem and the Guam Hymn at the 624th Regional Support Group change of

can y()ll See? command ceremony held Oct. 14 at the Missing Man formation, Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jennie Chamberlin

By Master Sgt. Leony Macapagal
624th Civil Engineer Squadron
First Sergeant

Schedule

Hickam
November 3-4
December 1-2
January 5-6
February 2-3

Air Force members may not
participate in demonstrations
when they are on duty, in a
foreign country, in uniform,
involved in activities that breach
law and order, or when violence
is likely.

Andersen

November 17-18
December 15-16
January 26-27

February 23-24
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